Arch structures
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( Y with a keystone in the centre holding them in place. In a true arch, weight is transferred from one
- i, I youssoir down to the next, from the top of the arch to ground level, creating a very strong
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structure. Although the Roman arch is a s

s a semi-circle shape, other types of curve are also strong
Modem arch bridges are based on mathematical curves such as an allipse or parabola. The
catenary arch is based on the curve of a line as it hangs between two supports, but inverted
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e | ‘ : An impost (sometimes called an abacus) is the
g e -4 topmost part of a pier or column. It is usually a flat
domesled | : piece of stone. It can be carved or decorated.
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voussoir down to the next, from the

top of the arch to ground level.

Parabolic curves
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